
REPENTANCE

THE CRUCIFIXION AND REPENTANCE

God is deeply concerned about our sins and the eternal consequences of those sins. So much so
that He sent His only begotten Son into the world to save us from the wrath to come. When Jesus
died on the cross, God was demonstrating His love for us. This love seeks to justify us by
Christ's blood, in order to save us from the wrath to come (Romans 5:8-9). Because of the death
of Christ, God is offering forgiveness of sins to all believers. Not by faith alone but by faith and
repentance, Jesus says, "I tell you, no, but unless you repent you shall all likewise perish" (Luke
13:3,5). The good news is that you can repent and that repentance leads to eternal life!

WHAT IS REPENTANCE?

What is repentance? Repentance is not penance. You cannot earn salvation by mortifying your
body or by offering up your pain and suffering for your sins. What God wants from the believer
is not penance but repentance. "Does the Lord take delight in thousands of rams, in ten thousand
rivers of oil? Shall I present my first-born for my rebellious acts the fruit of my body for the sins
of my soul? He has told you, O man, what is good: and what does the Lord require of you but to
do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God" (Micah 6:7-8). By doing
penance, repentance is not a meritorious work, but an act of faith in the death of our Lord Jesus
Christ, In repentance I am turning away from evil and resolving to do right.

SORROW AND REPENTANCE

The prodigal son had left his father's house and after some time he was reduced to abject
poverty. In his poverty, the Bible says, "...he came to his senses." This was the first stage of his
repentance, his change of mind. Later, wanting to do what was right, he expressed his folly and
begged his father's forgiveness. Like the Prodigal, we must recognise our sin before God. "For I
know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. Against You, You only, I have sinned,
and done what is evil in You sight," King David says in Psalms 51:3-4. only be seeing ourselves
as God sees us are we able to feel our defilement and express sorrow for our sins. This is the
"Sorrow that is according to the will of God." It leads us to ask God for forgiveness through our
Lord Jesus Christ.



REPENTANCE AND THE CHANGED LIFE

Genuine repentance leads also to a changed life. The prophet Ezekiel pus it this way, "But if the
wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed and observes all My statutes and
practices justice and righteousness, he shall not die. All his transgressions which he has
committed will not be remembered against him; because of his righteousness which he has
practised, he will live" (Ezk 18:21). Saying you have repented is not enough. "You must bring
forth fruit in keeping with your repentance." Those who have believed and repented will be
baptized (Acts 2:37-38)

SALVATION AND REPENTANCE

Jesus links repentance with eternal salvation when He demands, "That repentance for remission
of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem." So, without a
genuine sorrow before God, a real change of mind about sins, and an appropriate change in our
behaviour, we cannot be saved. Repentance is God's way of giving you a new start. A chance to
rid yourself of guilt and fear, to learn from you past mistakes and to press on victoriously despite
your weaknesses! Repentance is among God's greatest gifts. Repentance is indispensable to
salvation. Will you repent and live?
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