
Between a Rock and a Hard Place

Peter Is The Rock

The Catholic Church teaches that the apostle Peter was the first Pope and it is proud to point to a Scripture
to support their position. The passage used is Matthew 16:18, “I also say to you that you are Peter (rock),
and upon this rock I will build my Church; and the gates of Hades will not overpower it.” The
implications in this interpretation are enormous. As the foundation, Peter was also the head of the
Apostolic College and Chief Shepherd of the Universal Church. The Catholic hierarchy stands or falls on
Peter’s supremacy. So, their interpretation of this passage is vital to their claims. If this interpretation is
wrong the hierarchy is without foundation!

Let us, for argument sake say the Catholic Church is right, and that Peter and the rest of the apostles
understood Jesus in the same way as they understand Him. The monumental nature of this teaching -that
Peter was the foundation of the church and head over the apostles- would lead one to expect unequivocal
support in the rest of Scripture for this linchpin revelation. But is the support there?

Binding and Loosing Is Not Exclusive To Peter

Moving along to Matthew 18:15-19 we find Jesus teaching His disciples how to proceed with a brother
who sins. Jesus wanted the effects of the offending party’s sin to be contained initially. He suggests the
way to do this is to go to him, in private. If however, you are unsuccessful in winning your brother, then
take two or three faithful Christians with you to convict him of his need for repentance. If the combined
effort is fruitless, then tell it to the church. If he doesn’t listen even to the church, Jesus says, “Let him be
to you as a Gentile and a tax collector” (Mt.18:17).

In connection with this procedure the apostles were told, “Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth
shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven”
(Mt.18:18 NASV ’95 update). Does this not sound suspiciously like what was promised to Peter in
(Mt.16:19)? It is exactly what was promised to Peter. The only difference is that Peter was also promised
the keys of the kingdom of heaven; which incidentally he used, when he opened the kingdom to the Jews
(Acts 2:1-14) and the Gentiles (Acts 10:1-48).

Do you understand what Matthew 18:18 is saying? It confirms that all the apostles could bind and loose.
Peter was not the only one who could bind and loose! That being true, their interpretation of Matthew
16:18-19 giving Peter exclusive authority to bind and loose is incorrect. As a matter of fact Matthew
18:18-20 implies that along with the other apostles, the local church (or churches) has the power of
binding and loosing as well. So much for the exclusive rights of the so-called Teaching Magistarium of
the Roman Catholic Church!



Peter Is Not The Head

A short time after the last event the disciples came to Jesus and asked, “Who then is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven?” (Mt.18:1). In the light of Peter’s supremacy how could the apostles have asked such
a question? (Remember, I have for argument sake conceded that the Catholic Church is right about Mt.
16:18-19). Had not Jesus specifically said to Peter, “And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven” (Mt.16:19)? His unique position in the kingdom imbued Peter with the authority to bind and
loose. Did the apostles not hear Jesus when He said, “And whatever you (Peter) bind on earth shall have
been bound in heaven”? Had they naïvely missed the point? The very fact that they were asking, “Who
then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” shows that they did not understand that Peter was head
over them, let alone the Universal Church!

But if they had misunderstood, surely this was a golden opportunity to set the record straight once and for
all. The shocking truth (from a Catholic standpoint) is that Jesus says nothing to them about Peter’s
leadership. Instead Jesus replies “Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the
kingdom of heaven” (Mt.18: 4). What counts in the kingdom, my friends, is self-effacing service, not
hierarchical position. Unselfish service fosters Christ-like humility whereas hierarchical positions
engender arrogant pride. Such pride and arrogance are anathema in the kingdom.

Peter Forbidden To Lord It Over Others

On the way to Jerusalem for the last time Jesus spoke to the twelve in sad tones about His impending
death (read Mt.20:17-28). The devil neutralized the impact of the prediction with a diversionary tactic.
The mother of James and John stridently approached the group and said to Jesus, “Command that in Your
kingdom these two sons of mine may sit on your right and on your left” (Mt.20:20-21). Well, that was a
bombshell. The debate about position and power exploded once more. A reminder, if we needed one, that
humility is a hard lesson to learn!

The Scripture goes on to say, “And hearing this the ten (Peter included) became indignant with the two
brothers.” Okay, keep in mind I am arguing that in Mt.16:18-19 the apostles had understood Jesus the
same way as the Catholic Church! How then did the ten not know that Christ had appointed Peter His
right hand man? Why did Peter not protest more vehemently than the rest? Could it be he did not
understand Mt.16:18-19 the same way the Catholic Church understands it?

Amazingly, Jesus still does not say a word about Peter’s supremacy. Instead He says, “You know, that the
rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great men exercise authority over them.” Living under
Roman dominion they were experiencing firsthand the Gentiles lording it over them. Jesus finishes His
thought (Mt.20:26), “It is not this way among you…” By saying, “It is not this way among you” Jesus
condemns any model of Gentile rule in the church. It is a well-known fact that the Roman Catholic
Hierarchy is a replica of the secular Roman Government. Therefore the expression, “It is not this way
among you,” is the death knell to the Roman Catholic administration.



Rule In The Kingdom Is Not Confined To Peter

At the Last Supper “There arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be
the greatest” (Luke 22:24). How heartless we can be, how self-absorbed! Jesus’ demise was imminent yet
all they could think of was themselves. O’ foolish men and slow of heart to understand!

Again Jesus upbraids their gentile ambitions. Lording it over others was unacceptable. Lording
it over others and being called Benefactors was doubly unacceptable. “A Benefactor is a person
who supports or helps a person, institution, etc., esp. by giving money, patron.” The overlap
between the political rule and the clerical rule is that both use their respective positions for their
own betterment. And both go out of their way, to make others believe they are doing it for the
people’s benefit. The Pope lords it over the whole Church. And who will argue that he does not
want to be seen as a benefactor?

Yet in the spiritual kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ the greatest will be like the youngest; the
leader, like Jesus, the servant of all. Because of their faithfulness to Him, Jesus promises the
twelve that they would have joy and abundance, rule and authority in the kingdom (read
Lk.22:24-30). It is noticeable that in this promise Peter was not singled out, on the contrary, the
authority was to be equally shared out among all twelve.

Before I leave this section let me make this observation. What a stark contrast Jesus’ unselfish,
caring, sharing, generosity makes with the avaricious apostles. Brethren need to stop playing I’m
the king of the castle, to the detriment of other brethren. I pray to God that all Christians would
show more of the unselfish, caring, sharing, generosity of their Master!

Peter Is Not The Foundation Or Head

Even in the rest of the New Testament the notion that Peter was made Pope in Matthew 16:18-19 is
conspicuous by its absence. Actually, it is contradicted by the apostle Paul who says, “For no man can lay
a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” (1Cor.3:11). The understanding of
Matthew 16:18 as “You are Peter (rock), and upon this rock I will build my Church” contradicts Paul’s
teaching in 1Corinthians 3:11. The Bible is always the best interpreter of the Bible. Peter therefore is not
the foundation; Jesus Christ is the only foundation.

Paul says in 2Cor.11:5, “For I consider myself not the least inferior to the most eminent

apostles.” Again in 2Cor.12:11-12 he repeats himself, “For in no respect was I inferior to the most

eminent apostles (Peter included), even though I am a nobody.” Yes Paul considered Peter of

high reputation among the brethren. Nevertheless, he confronted him publicly about his

hypocrisy. “But when Cephas (Peter) came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he

stood condemned. For prior to the coming of certain men from James, he used to eat with the

Gentiles; but when they came, he began to withdraw and hold himself aloof, fearing the party of



the circumcision. The rest of the Jews joined him in his hypocrisy” (Gal.2:11-13). In these

Scriptures Paul affirms he is equal to all the apostles, and by the way he confronted Peter he

obviously did not consider Peter to be a Pope or beyond reproach.

Peter Is Not The Pope

We will let Peter have the last word on this subject. In his two letters he makes no claims for himself
other than that he is “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ (1Pet.1:1), or as he puts it a “fellow elder and
witness of the sufferings of Christ” (1Pet.5:1). He never claims to be the Chief Shepherd. No, he reserves
that title for Jesus alone, “And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfailing crown of
glory” (1Pet.5:4). Peter was not the Supreme Pontiff. He never once claimed to be over the Universal
Church

Insufficient Evidence

The whole case for the Roman Catholic interpretation of Matthew 16:18 collapses for lack of supportive
evidence in the New Testament. This means the hierarchical structure of the Roman Catholic Church also
crumbles for lack of evidence.
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